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My Fifteen Minutes Of Fame..My Fifteen Minutes Of Fame..

Good To Be Back In North DakotaGood To Be Back In North Dakota
Probably Been Here More Than Anywhere Probably Been Here More Than Anywhere 
ElseElse

Farm Bureau MembershipFarm Bureau Membership
Tell You What You Want To HearTell You What You Want To Hear
The Pressures Moving Farm LegislationThe Pressures Moving Farm Legislation
What You Should HearWhat You Should Hear



Farm Bureau MembershipFarm Bureau Membership

Significant Number Of Members Probably Significant Number Of Members Probably 
Want To Keep Current StructureWant To Keep Current Structure
Like Safety Net, Level Of SupportLike Safety Net, Level Of Support
Strong Defense Of 2002 Farm Bill In Strong Defense Of 2002 Farm Bill In 
Reconciliation ProcessReconciliation Process



What You Want To HearWhat You Want To Hear……

The Government The Government 
Owes Farmers A Owes Farmers A 
LivingLiving
Trade Is A Bad ThingTrade Is A Bad Thing
The Government The Government 
Should Make All The Should Make All The 
Other Guys Other Guys 
Production DecisionsProduction Decisions
We CanWe Can’’t Competet Compete



The Pressures MovingThe Pressures Moving……

Domestic Budgetary PressuresDomestic Budgetary Pressures
International Trade AgreementsInternational Trade Agreements
Structure Of Agriculture TodayStructure Of Agriculture Today



The OneThe One--Handed Federal BudgetHanded Federal Budget
DepartmentDepartment Billion DollarsBillion Dollars

DefenseDefense $486$486

Social SecuritySocial Security $492$492

MedicareMedicare $297$297

MedicaidMedicaid $176$176

InterestInterest $160$160

SubtotalSubtotal $1,611$1,611

Total Fed BudgetTotal Fed Budget $1,913$1,913



Projected Government 
Spending
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Health Care, Soc. Sec. & Net Int   Everything Else   

Average $93 Billion 
Increase Per Year



Total Federal Debt
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Does NOT Include: Katrina, Permanent 
Tax Relief, Fixing AMT, Additional Defense

Your Share As Of September 19:  $26,663 Your Share As Of September 19:  $26,663 
Your Grandkids Share in 2015: $44,171Your Grandkids Share in 2015: $44,171



Ag Is But One Of Many..Ag Is But One Of Many..

Multiple Forces Multiple Forces 
Competing For Competing For 
Federal DollarsFederal Dollars
Social Security, Social Security, 
Medicare Or Medicare Or LDPLDP’’ss
Ag Tends To Be High Ag Tends To Be High 
On EverybodyOn Everybody’’s List s List 
For CutsFor Cuts



Total Farm Numbers

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

19
10

19
16

19
22

19
28

19
34

19
40

19
46

19
52

19
58

19
64

19
70

19
76

19
82

19
88

19
94

20
00

M
ill

io
n 

Fa
rm

s



How Many Farms Does It Take?How Many Farms Does It Take?
Value of Ag Output Value of Ag Output -- $200 Billion$200 Billion

30,495 Farms

50%

389 Farms389 Farms

10%0% 100%

2,000,000 Farms

25%

3,201 Farms

34,085 Farms34,085 Farms



Collapse of the MiddleCollapse of the Middle
Minimum Minimum 
number of farms number of farms 
to produce to produce 
between 25% between 25% 
and 75% of the and 75% of the 
value of value of 
agricultural agricultural 
output
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What You Should HearWhat You Should Hear……

Budget, Budget, Budget, Budget, 
BudgetBudget
How Do You Want How Do You Want 
To Solve Trade To Solve Trade 
Disputes?Disputes?
Farming Farming Is HardHard
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