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Training Opportunities for New Applicators/Dealers
“Introductory Basic Core Training”

Veterans of my pesticide
trainings will recall that I often
play video clips from the late
1940s and early 1950s showing
widespread and seemingly
indiscriminate use of DDT
(dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane)
insecticide, especially in urban
settings. I was trying to make the
point about why we don’t do things

Why Did They Spray DDT Like That?

The training is designed for com-
mercial or public applicators and
dealers who are new to pesticide
certification in North Dakota.
It will cover basic pesticide safety
and handling practices, as well as
relevant laws and regulations as
they pertain to the distribution and
use of pesticides. This training is not
category specific. It will emphasize
practices and procedures that
should be useful to all applicators
or dealers, whether they are seeking
certification in the Agricultural Pest
Control category, Wood Preservation
category or any of the 10 other use
categories found in North Dakota.
The training also will describe the
certification process and how to
prepare and take exams to obtain
a pesticide certificate.

We will offer these trainings live and
in real time via the Internet to any
location that can receive a Windows

Media Video Stream at 300 kbps or
higher using Windows Media Video
Version 9.0 or higher. For practical
purposes, people who have a
dial-up connection will not be
able to participate in this training.
To test your connection, go to:

www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/aginfo/
pesticid/myth.htm

If you can view the Richard
Zollinger videos, your computer
and location will be able to connect
to our webcast.

People who wish to participate
should call the NDSU Pesticide
Training and Certification Program
office at (701) 231-7180 or (701)
231-6388 to preregister. Preregister
at least 10 days before the training
date so we can ship training
materials and send you your
confirmation information (this
will include the Web location URL
along with login instructions).

Date Time Location

Nov. 9, 2009 Training 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. CST Statewide via Internet videocast
Dec. 21, 2009 Training 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. CST Statewide via Internet videocast
Jan. 25, 2010 Training 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. CST Statewide via Internet videocast
March 1, 2010 Training 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. CST Statewide via Internet videocast
April 12, 2010 Training 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. CDT Statewide via Internet videocast
June 4, 2010 Training 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. CDT Statewide via Internet videocast

like we used to. While this helped
me drive home the point as to why
we should take more precautions,
I always was bothered about why
they sprayed so much of that stuff
back then.

One of my hobbies is history,
so I went on a hunt to understand
what they were trying to do.

First, you have to understand that
before World War II, living with
flies, mosquitoes, bed bugs, lice
and fleas was more or less the facts
of life. So also was polio, malaria,
yellow fever, typhus, itching
after a hotel stay, plagues and
other unpleasant facts of life
(and even premature death).
This was simply the way it
was in the “good old days.”

That all changed with the introduc-
tion of DDT during the war. For the
first time, soldiers did not die from
these maladies because their uni-
forms were impregnated with DDT,
they dusted their bodies in DDT,
and the Army Air Corps and Navy
bombed friendly bases and even
entire cities from the air with DDT.
All of this was done to kill insects
that spread diseases to allied troops
or civilian populations. The results
were astonishing and, by 1945,
word spread back to the civilian
population in the U.S. that this
miracle powder was being used.
Soon basement laboratories were set
up to synthesize DDT so it could be
sold on the black market (wartime
rationing prevented it from being
marketed over the counter). After
the war, late in 1945, surplus Army/
Navy DDT was being sold legally
at prices that were next to nothing.

By 1946, public health districts, state
health departments and federal
health agencies began to think
in terms of wiping out certain
insect-borne diseases with DDT.
Yellow fever, a disease that killed
tens of thousands of people annually
in the U.S. and nearly prevented
the Panama Canal from being
completed, was eradicated.
Malaria, though a tougher nut to
crack, was eliminated by about 1950.
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